
WHAT IS THE SUSTAINABLE AIRPORT MASTER PLAN?1.

WHAT ARE THE PROJECTS BEING PROPOSED?2.

WHY EXPAND SEA?3.

GENERAL

The Sustainable Airport Master Plan (SAMP) is the blueprint for changes at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA) 
to meet future, forecasted demand. SAMP identi�ed 31 Near-Term Projects (NTPs) that are intended to serve 56 million 
annual passengers as well as �ights and cargo activity at an optimal level of service, as de�ned by the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA).   

SAMP NTPs have received conditional approval by the FAA and the scoping process for the environmental review of the 
NTPs is complete. Currently, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental review is underway, with the 
draft NEPA document expected to be released in fall 2024. Once the NEPA process is complete, the State Environmental 
Policy Act (SEPA) review will follow.

Key elements of the NTPs (i.e., Proposed Action) include construction of a second terminal, a centralized 
maintenance campus, o�-airport cargo handling facilities, realignment of airport roadways, and expansion of 
the fueling facilities. Highlights include:
•   A second terminal with 19 additional gates  
•   An elevated busway and stations linking the existing rental car facility, new terminal, and main terminal 
•   Cargo facilities to replace current facilities and to accommodate air freight
•   Realigning airport roadways
•   Air�eld updates to improve safety and e�ciency 
•   New parking infrastructure to serve the second terminal
•   Additional facilities for sustainable aviation fuel

www.portseattle.org

A Regional Aviation Baseline Study conducted in 2021 by the Puget Sound Regional Council found that, based on 
forecasted demand, there will be 27 million more passenger boardings per year than SEA can accommodate at an 
optimal level of service by 2050. Without new facilities for future projected demand, congestion at SEA will increase, 
causing additional delays and a worsening level of service. 

SEA AIRPORT’S SUSTAINABLE AIRPORT MASTER 
PLAN (SAMP) FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

https://www.iata.org/contentassets/d1d4d535bf1c4ba695f43e9beff8294f/iata-level-of-service-paper-best-practice.pdf
https://www.iata.org/contentassets/d1d4d535bf1c4ba695f43e9beff8294f/iata-level-of-service-paper-best-practice.pdf


PROPOSED ACTIONS
WHAT ARE THE ALTERNATIVES BEING CONSIDERED?1.

HOW WILL THE PROJECT IMPACT LOCAL TRANSPORTATION? 3.

WHAT MITIGATION MEASURES WILL BE IMPLEMENTED TO MINIMIZE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS? 4.

The alternatives include the Proposed Action, the Hybrid Terminal Option, and the No Action Alternative. Both the 
Proposed Action and Hybrid Terminal Option involve improvements, with the Hybrid Terminal Option proposing the 
construction of a new terminal and gates. The No Action Alternative assumes no additional federal actions or physical 
improvements.

WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTIONS? 2.
The Environmental Assessment (EA) has identi�ed impacts on air quality, noise, and surface transportation. However, 
with the right mitigation measures, these impacts are expected to remain below signi�cant levels.

The project’s impact on local surface transportation has been analyzed. While some intersections may experience 
increased congestion, the Port has proposed mitigation strategies, such as adding tra�c signals, widening roads, 
and constructing roundabouts to improve tra�c �ow.

Mitigation measures include pollution prevention plans, stormwater management systems, wetland restoration, 
and hazardous material disposal plans. These measures aim to minimize or eliminate signi�cant environmental 
impacts during and after construction.
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WHAT’S THE PURPOSE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW?1.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The purpose of an environmental review is to assess the potential environmental impacts of a proposed project before 
it is undertaken. Key objectives include: 
•   Informed decision-making 
•   Full transparency and public engagement in the decision-making process
•   Compliance with laws and regulations
•   Identi�cation of ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts

WHAT IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA)?3.

HOW CAN I COMMENT ON THE DRAFT EA?4.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NEPA AND SEPA?2.
The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, is a federal policy requiring federal agencies to assess the 
environmental e�ects of their proposed actions prior to making decisions and provide opportunities for public 
input. The Federal Aviation Administration is the lead agency for NEPA. 

The State Environmental Policy Act, or SEPA, requires agencies at the state level to do the same. Following the NEPA 
EA, the Port will be undertaking a separate environmental review under SEPA. The Port of Seattle is the lead agency 
for SEPA, per state law.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared to determine if a federal action will have signi�cant impacts. Any 
action that is not categorically excluded and does not require an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), has impacts 
that are uncertain, or has unresolved environmental issues, requires preparation of an EA.

Commenting on a draft EA is an important way for the public to participate in the environmental review process and 
contribute to the decision-making process. The Port is committed to an accessible, understandable public comment 
process.

Members of the public will be able to review information translated into six languages and submit comments 
throughout the comment period at a public meeting, online, by email, or regular mail. The document will be 
available on the SAMP website, at the SEA Airport Conference Center, and at public libraries in Burien, Des Moines, 
Federal Way, south Seattle, SeaTac, and Tukwila. Comments should provide su�cient detail for the agency to 
understand the commenter’s position and why the issues raised are important to the decision-making process.

Submit a public comment at a public meeting by joining us at:
•   Tuesday, November 12, Wildwood Elementary School, Federal Way, 6-8 p.m.
•   Wednesday, November 13, Mt. Rainier High School, Des Moines, 6-8 p.m.
•   Thursday, November 14, Highline High School, Burien, 6-8 p.m.
•   Saturday, November 16, McMicken Heights Elementary School, SeaTac, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.



HOW LONG WILL THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD BE?5.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER I SUBMIT MY COMMENT?6.

HOW ARE YOU ENGAGING COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS?7.

HOW CAN I LEARN MORE AND STAY UPDATED ON THE SAMP ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS?8.

Submit a public comment online through our website or by sending us an email: 
•   Email: samp@portseattle.org 
•   Website: https://www.sampntpenvironmentalreview.org/

O�cial public comments can also be made by mail:
•   Mail: Mr. Steve Rybolt
                Port of Seattle, Aviation Environment and Sustainability
                P.O. Box 68727, Seattle, WA 98168

If audio, visual, or language assistance are required, please leave a message at 206-339-0213.

The FAA has con�rmed a 45-day comment period as a result of the Port requesting an extension of the standard 
30-day public comment period for a NEPA EA. The Port requested an extension due to a busy holiday season, the 
complexity and length of analysis, and ensuring access for black, indigenous, people of color (BIPOC), and other 
historically underrepresented communities.

Our federal partners at the FAA have granted another extension to the Agency and Public comment making it a 
53-day comment period. Comment period will close Friday, December 13, 2024. 

At the conclusion of the comment period, all comments received will be reviewed and taken into consideration by 
the FAA and the Port during the preparation of the �nal EA. Responses to comments will be included in the �nal EA.

The public engagement e�ort involves several key strategies to ensure transparency, inclusiveness, and meaningful 
participation. These include public meetings, stakeholder engagement, open comment periods, and translation 
and accessibility at key project milestones. Once the public comment period opens on October 21, 2024, members 
of the public will be able to review information translated into six languages and submit comments throughout 
the comment period at a public meeting, online, by email, or regular mail. The document will be available on our 
website and at public libraries in Burien, Des Moines, Federal Way, SeaTac, and more.

To learn more, visit our project website at www.sampntpenvironmentalreview.org. You can also register to receive 
emails to stay updated throughout the environmental review of the SAMP Near-Term Projects by selecting the 
Sustainable Airport Master Plan noti�cations box underneath the “Environment and Sustainability News” section on 
our subscribe page.  https://subscribe.portseattle.org/publications
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